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trol. The records of conquest, brilliant as they may
be, are but the exciting introduction to the plain
work of administration. None will deny that such
men as Lord Wellesley, Lord Hastings, and above
all Lord William Bentinck, were inspired with a
sincere desire to benefit the people under their
rule; while it is equally certain that neither the
heads of the Great Company Bahadur at home nor
the English Government were anxious for that per-
sistent extension of territory which has hitherto
seemed inevitable. Nor do the natives of India
themselves dispute that in many respects the rule
of the East India Company over the territories
acquired from Mahommedan, Sikh, and Mahratta
has been better than that of the Mogul Emperors
or the successful Hindoo or Mahommedan adven-
turers who followed them. But we must not over-
look the facts, that as the English domination
advanced, the natives were, as a rule, shut out from
the more important civil offices; that the career of
arms was also closed to them so far as concerned
the higher grades of the service; that a new and,
to the natives, a revolting system of jurisprudence
was introduced ; and that, above all, rebellion against
oppression became hopeless.

All Lord William Bentinck's noble reforms, re-
turning in many particulars to the happy period of
Akbar, could not change these facts to any appre-
ciable extent, nor could the truth that foreigners
were in possession of the country, who would
never be thoroughly at home there, be disguised.
Furthermore, during the first half of this century an
economical competition was going on which was